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All children are welcome in the library. 
 
The responsibility for the safety and behavior of children in the library rests with the parent or caregiver 
and not with the library staff. 
 
Children under the age of seven must have a parent/caregiver in the same area of the library as a child. 
 

If taking the place of a parent, the caregiver must be at least 12 years old and have emergency contact 
information. 
 
Children ages seven and up may use the library on their own. Parents are still responsible for the actions 
and safety of their children. 
 
The children’s area of the library is reserved for children, their parents or caregivers and adults 
interested in children’s literature, such as teachers and college students taking children’s literature 
classes. Adults who are unaccompanied by a child or children in the children’s area of the library need to 
check in at the desk, may be questioned by staff, and may be asked to move to another area of the 
library. 
 
  
Children’s Rules of Conduct 
 
Children are expected to adhere to the same standards of conduct expected of adults. All Library users 
are required to respect Library property and to act in a manner appropriate to the use and function of 
the library. 
 
This includes, but is not limited to the following: 
 
Running and climbing are not permitted. 
 
Baby bottles are permissible for infants but sippy cups are not permitted. 
 
Parents or caregivers are responsible for picking up and properly storing toys and other materials used 
by their child. 
 
If a screaming child or crying infant cannot be quieted, the parent or caregiver must remove the child 
from the building. 
 
Staff members will address parents and caregivers when the children in their care do not conform to 
these guidelines. Children who are disturbing other patrons will be asked to leave the library. 
 
If the unacceptable behavior continues the child may lose his/her library privileges and will be asked to 
leave the library for an amount of time to be determined by the library staff. Parent will be informed of 
this action in writing if the child is under seven. 
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Staff Procedures for Unattended Children 
 
Staff will comfort children left unattended if they are frightened or crying. 
 
If it is determined that a child is lost or left unattended, a staff member will try to identify and locate the 
parent or caregiver by walking around the library with the child looking for the parent. 
 
When the parent or caregiver is located they will be informed of the Library’s policy and asked to either 
join the child at the library or to pick the child up immediately. If they are unable to come immediately, 
law enforcement will be called upon to take responsibility. 
 
A staff member will stay with the child until a parent, caregiver, or law enforcement officer arrives to 
take over the responsibility. 
 
Parents or caregivers should be aware of library closing times. If a child is in the library after hours, 
library staff may attempt to contact a parent or caregiver but may also immediately contact law 
enforcement. Under no circumstances will a staff member take a child out of the building or transport 
children to another location. 
 
It may be necessary for the library to close, without prior notice, due to unusual or emergency 
situations. Unaccompanied children must be able to contact a parent or responsible caregiver for 
immediate pick-up in emergency. 
 
 
 
 
 


